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MARAUDER EDITORIAL
C COMMANDER’S FORUM

ACTION LINES

Explaining cost of living allowance

The Commander’s Action Line is a direct avenue to me for addressing your issues, complaints or
suggestions. When normal chain of command policies have not been able to resolve your concerns,
e-mail the Action Line to: action.line@mildenhall.af.mil; mail to 100ARW/PA, Unit 4890, Box 190,
APO AE 09459; or call 238-2426 or 01638-542426.  

A s we close out this fiscal year, I applaud
commanders, supervisors, technicians
and every member of the USAFE team for

a strong safety record in fiscal year ‘04. In
order to reflect on our success and some of
our failures, I am directing all USAFE units to
have a safety down day during the last week
of September.

Although we had a good year, one fatality
is too many. We have had several “Class B”
flight mishaps and numerous on- and off-duty
ground mishaps. Many of our flight mishaps
this past year can be attributed to a lack of
attention to detail and not focusing on the
task at hand. Likewise, many of our ground
mishaps involved motorists who lost control
of their vehicles due to excessive speed or
because they simply did not focus on their
driving duties and failed to anticipate road
hazards. The trends associated with these
smaller mishaps must be addressed to keep
them from cutting further into our combat
resources, or worse, resulting in a fatality.
That’s why we started Project SMART.

Plan your base safety day during the last
few days of September around, but not on,
pre-programmed family or goal days to
concentrate on both flight, as applicable, and
ground safety issues. Use this no-fly day to
review the hazards particular to your local
flying, driving and work environments.
Emphasize the need to manage risks both on
and off the job. Emphasize that the most
important task is the task at hand, which
deserves the full attention, whether it is
preflighting a jet or rounding the next curve
on a weekend drive. Also, remember to ask
your people to keep in mind risk
management for their families. Encourage
them to take their safety habits and culture
home and vaccinate their family members
with this mindset. Let the principles of
Project SMART drive your discussions.

It is a team effort to guard against the
errors, complacency and poor judgment that
can lead to mishaps. Stay committed to
personal safety and take this time to focus on
the practices needed to reduce risk –– always
play it smart!

(Editor’s note: The Team Mildenhall safety day
is Sept. 30. The various groups will meet in the
morning and discuss various safety issues. After
lunch, individual offices will discuss their safety
issues.)

Commander directs
safety down day
BY GEN. ROBERT H. “DOC” FOGLESONG
U.S. Air Forces in Europe commander

Q I have just returned from a TDY at
Ramstein Air Force Base and have been
talking with some of the folks down

there. They receive more cost of living
allowance then we do in England. Why
does Ramstein receive more COLA than the
England? We live in the most expensive
country in Europe.

AThe cost of living allowance is designed
to equalize purchasing power between
members overseas and their

continental United States-based
counterparts. When comparing locations,
there are a number of factors as
calculations are quite detailed and
exchange rates are just one factor.

The Per Diem, Travel and Transportation
Allowance Committee use surveys to
determine the relative cost of living in a
given area. The prices from the overseas
survey are compared with prices in the U.S.
for equivalent goods and services at the
same point in time, a “market basket.” If
the overseas market basket cost is greater
than the U.S. cost, a COLA equal to the
difference is paid. This is because COLA is
figured in part based on the percentage of

shopping done on-base vs. on the economy
and spendable income, not total income.
Spendable income is total income minus
housing expenses, taxes, savings, life
insurance, and gifts and contributions. 

In addition, we receive an additional
form of COLA called COLA-unique for
things such as the Ministry of
Transportation light conversion, road tax
and television tax. This COLA represents
expenses a majority of Team Mildenahll
members must pay, which are almost more
than 1 percent of the typical member’s
income and stateside members normally
wouldn’t purchase.

Our most recent survey was completed
in January. Due to the great participation
by Team Mildenhall, the survey resulted in
an increase in the COLA index for this area.
The index came into effect with your mid-
month pay in August. 

If the COLA rate is higher at Ramstein,
that simply means the same “market
basket” plus other unique expenses,
converted to dollars, is higher in the
Ramstein area than here. Thanks for your
question.

D U I U P D A T E                           . . .  i t  h a s  b e e n  1 4  d a y s1 4  d a y s s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  D U I  . . . D U I C o n d i t i o n :  Y e l l o w

F all is upon us. Temperatures are dropping,
the wind is picking up, the sky is grayer,
and the leaves are beginning to change

and fall.
The change of season sends my mind

racing back to last fall. I remember a cool
rainy Friday night a year ago, when I received
an unbelievable, hurried phone call from our
100th Air Refueling Wing Vice Commander,
Col. Steve Spence. He said, “Boss ... bad
accident on the A1101 ... head-on collision ...
Mildenhall dependent wife, three young kids
... looks like they may all be dead!” 

The last word stopped me in my tracks.

Dead, four fatalities? It can’t be, I thought.
Yet unfortunately, it was. Mrs. Cortina

Hamilton and her three young children died
suddenly in a horrific accident just west of
the base. While passing another vehicle, her
car ran head-on into another auto, then spun
out of control into an adjacent ditch and
overturned. Despite heroic rescue efforts by
some of our Team Mildenhall members and
local civilians, all four people in the vehicle
died almost instantly.

During the next week, the 100th Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron and all of Team
Mildenhall wrapped our collective arms

See Tragic, Page 7

A year ago today

Remembering tragic traffic accidents
BY COL. RICHARD T. DEVEREAUX
100th Air Refueling Wing commander
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MARAUDER EDITORIAL
TEAM VIEWPOINT

Musical score makes big impression
Hanging on the wall in my office is a framed musical score titled

“Accentuate the Positive” given to me by my old boss long ago. Classic
movie fans know this Johnny Mercer and Harold Allen song, made

famous in 1944 by Bing Crosby when he sang it in the World War II movie
“Here Come the Waves.”  

I learned to like the song when I was a young staff sergeant serving
with a boss who whistled the tune often. When he wanted to break the
tension and refocus us on the good things we were doing, he would sing
it. I can almost hear him now singing, “Ac-cent-tchu-ate the positive; ee-lim-
a-nate the negative; latch on to the affirmative; don’t mess with mister in-
between.”  

That was a long time ago, but it made a lasting impression on me.  
Fast forward nearly two decades, and a lot has changed in the world

and in our military. Our “normal” pace is the most intense I’ve seen in 23
years of service. We’ve been “doing more with less” beyond the point I
thought was possible. Yet we keep at it, day by day, and there’s where my
old mentor’s message really finds its home. Accentuate the positive and
eliminate the negative. Make up your mind to see the good things, and
foot-stomp that positive mindset to your subordinates, peers and superiors
alike.    

So how do we accentuate the positive across Team Mildenhall? There
are quarterly and annual recognition programs where we single out
outstanding performers. Military promotion programs definitely accentuate
the positive, like the program for below-the-zone promotion to senior
airman, and the stripes for exceptional performers program fit in this
category. The civilian components have awards programs as well that
reward outstanding performance with monetary and time-off awards. Our
squadron Top 4 organization has the Sharp Troop Award that recognizes
our sharpest staff sergeants and below. But there’s more to accentuating
the positive than recognition programs.

Subtle, individual recognition makes a tremendous impact on people.
I’m talking about the supervisor who recognizes a good job by his troop
after a particularly grueling week, task or project and the “thank you”
that’s given with genuine feeling. It’s easy to forget to do that when we’re
moving so fast in our daily jobs and lives. Accentuating the positive is really
an approach to daily interactions that’s rooted in finding the good, even
when dealing with bad situations.  

For example, young Airman Norsworthy, fresh out of technical training
and on my first Air Force job, cleaned a 150-cup coffee pot with a scouring
pad and cleanser. After rinsing it thoroughly — but not thoroughly enough
— I immediately made a full pot of coffee for the office. My supervisor, the
first sergeant and our squadron commander gagged on the resulting brew.
Instead of beating me senseless, my boss explained I shouldn’t do that
again. He thanked me for my concern about the nasty looking coffee pot
and said he appreciated how I was striving to make the coffee pot clean. 

I learned a valuable lesson, but my spirit wasn’t crushed in the process.
I remained positive, and I remember the kindness of my first supervisor to
this day.

As an enlisted leader, I interact with Airmen of all ranks. Some of them
are in need of mentoring, and some are in need of direction. A few need
just a word of support and they look to me for leadership. I strive to be
positive with them because I’ve learned that people tend to internalize
positive lessons better than negative ones — lasting change comes from
that.  

So, do I wear rose-colored glasses and see the world as a place without
harm or hazard? Of course not. However, I choose to find good wherever I
can and then act accordingly. 

This is a conscious, deliberate thing and sometimes it’s hard to do. But
it’s worth the effort because you never know who’s watching and learning
from you.  

So for all of you who accentuate the positive across Team Mildenhall, I
tip my cap to you. Accentuate the positive, and eliminate the negative — you
won’t regret it.

BY CHIEF MASTER SGT. MICHAEL NORSWORTHY
100th Communications Squadron

around the surviving family member, Airman
1st Class Curtis Hamilton. We grieved, even
though we were unable to fully grasp the 
magnitude of the loss felt by this young
Airman as his entire family was instantly
snatched away from him.

And then 10 days later, on another gray,
rainy morning, the unbelievable happened.
Another accident ... head-on collision ... same
highway ... same squadron ... a staff sergeant
dead. Many of our East Anglia British
neighbors read this report in The Cambridge
Evening News:

“The American Air Force base at
Mildenhall has been plunged into mourning
for the second time in a fortnight after a
serviceman was killed in a road accident
yesterday. Sean Bortel, 26, a staff sergeant
from 100th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron,
based at RAF Mildenhall, died at the scene
after the Rover 420 he was driving collided
head-on with a white Volvo articulated lorry.
The vehicles left the road and ended in a
copse of trees. A spokeswoman for the base
said, ‘Everyone is very shocked about it and

as a team we are going to do what we can for
the family. There is a feeling of almost
disbelief.’”

This fifth fatality sent our base into a
tailspin of shock and grief, especially for the
proud men and women of the 100th AMXS.
Mildenhall was not in a combat zone, yet it
was beginning to feel that way, especially for
drivers around our base.

But there was good news.  All this shock,

grief, and disbelief was converted into energy
as Lt. Col. Tim Nickerson, 100th ARW safety
chief, and his safety team launched Operation
STREET SMART. The safety campaign was a
resounding success as it resulted in noticeably
safer driving as well as significant safety
improvements to the A1101 just west of the
base. We’re still reaping the benefits of that
program today as we’ve seen a significant
drop in our accident rate.

But here we are ... a year later ... and we
have to ask, could it happen again? The
chilling answer is, yes. Another terrible
accident could await any of us. All it takes is
a moment of carelessness ... getting in a
hurry, driving too fast for conditions,
attempting to pass in an unsafe manner,
failing to buckle your seat belts, drinking and
driving ...

Team Mildenhall –– let’s avoid this
scenario. Let’s keep this fall season accident-
free. Look your family, friends and loved ones
in the eyes this week and make the
commitment to drive carefully, attentively and
alcohol-free. None of us want to attend your
memorial service. We’ve got important work
to do for our country. Let’s get on with our
mission and keep it safe.

Tragic, from Page 4

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BURY FREE PRESS

Sad remembrance: Col. Richard T. Devereaux,
100th Air Refueling Wing commander, asks
Team Mildenhall to make a commitment to
safety.
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MARAUDER NEWS
AROUND MILDENHALL

Members of the Per Diem, Travel and
Transportation Allowance Committee
visited here recently to train and inform

base personnel regarding recent changes
made to the United Kingdom’s cost of living
allowance. 

The COLA for bases within the United
Kingdom went up four points and it started
Aug. 1.

According to Capt. Samantha Bell, 100th
Air Refueling Wing financial services officer,
the number of basis points directly affects the
COLA. The higher the basis points, the more
COLA a member receives.  

“The exact amount of the effect will vary
depending on a member’s rank, years of
service, number of dependents and residence
location on or off-base,” she said. 

These changes were brought about, in
part, as a result of a per diem survey

conducted at both bases early 2004. 
“The committee commented that first

sergeants and commanders did a great job at
both wings getting the word to their troops
about the survey and the response was
overwhelming,” said Capt. Samantha Bell.

During the visit, the committee also
discussed data gathering techniques and how
the results of that information translate into
changes to cost of living allowance, move-in
housing allowance and overseas housing
allowance.  

“The committee got to hear some different
perspectives from the members themselves,”
said Capt. Tracy Bell, 48th Fighter Wing
financial services officer. “In the end, they
underscored the value of user input and the
direct connection between the source of the
information and the station allowances we
receive. As servicemembers, we are that
connection.”

User input and the direct connection are
important at RAF Mildenhall as well.

“COLA, MIHA, and OHA have a huge
impact on the money going into an Airman’s
pocket each month, which can create a real
morale issue if leadership doesn’t understand
the process,” said Capt. Samantha Bell.

Base leaders welcomed the opportunity to

engage with the committee on this important
topic.

“The per diem committee visit provided an
opportunity for wing leadership to get
answers to some tough questions straight
from the source –– the committee members
themselves,” said Capt. Tracy Bell.

Overseas military finance offices handle
several allowances and entitlements that
stateside offices do not. 

“Each of these allowances and
entitlements are computed based on the
individual’s circumstances, living
arrangements and dependency status,” said
Capt. Samantha Bell, who suggested keeping
this information on file current. 

The visit was a success from all sides.
“Both the committee and I were extremely

impressed with the efforts made by the
finance officers and leaders at both bases,”
said Maj. Gen. Mike Gould, 3rd Air Force
commander.

“They were professional, knowledgeable
and prepared to advocate on behalf of all the
Airmen who live here. The leaders at RAFs
Mildenhall and Lakenheath are taking care of
their people, and this recent increase in COLA
is just one example of that,” said Maj. Gen.
Gould.

BY CAPT. HEATHER HEALY
3rd Air Force public affairs

Changes made to U.K. cost of living allowance

M ore than 1,000 people have taken
advantage of the Value Added Tax Relief
Program through July of the current fiscal

year here and 100th Services Squadron officials
would like to see that number increase over the
next year.

The program allows military and civilian
identification card holders the opportunity to
avoid paying the 17.5 percent VAT Her Majesty’s
Customs and Excise office charges on all sales
for products and most services in the United
Kingdom. Department of Defense ID-card
holders, who have a ration card, are eligible for
tax-exempt purchases and can participate in the
program, said Judi Cannon, 100th SVS Resource
Management Flight chief.

“It really saves an awful lot of money,” said
Ms. Cannon. “Most purchases made on the local
economy worth £100 or more are eligible. That means you can save
£17.50 on a £100 purchase and it goes up from there. So far this fiscal
year, customers have saved more than $176,000 on their purchases by
using this program.”

As an added bonus, the processing fee dropped Sept. 15, from $10
down to $6, for E-4 equivalent or below, or $8 for all others. This
service charge covers the cost of processing invoices and other
administrative costs of the program, said Ms. Cannon.

The first step before purchasing an item on the economy is to find
a participating vendor and get the vendor to issue an invoice made out

to the 100th SVS for the goods. Next, bring the
invoice to the VAT office on base in Bldg. 450
and fill out a certificate. Then, pay the cashier in
pounds, either cash or a sterling cashier’s check,
for the price of the invoice and the $6 or $8
processing fee. Within the same day, Ms. Cannon
said, the check is ready to be retrieved and can
be taken to the vendor, who must also sign a
copy of the certificate. A final trip back to the
VAT office is needed to close the loop on the
transaction by turning in the vendor-signed
certificate.

Ms. Cannon admitted the process is a little
cumbersome, but has been set up as part of the
Status of Forces Agreement between the U.S.
and British governments. Plus, customers have
found the extra effort to be worth the savings.

“It’s not that big of a hassle,” said Tech. Sgt.
Cindy Dorfner, 100th Air Refueling Wing public

affairs, who recently took advantage of the service to save about $100
when paying for car repairs. “I think the whole thing takes about 15
minutes.  Any time you save money it’s a good deal.”

The VAT office has a list of local vendors and services who have
participated in the program and can also advise customers on certain
items, such as new cars and home renovations, that aren’t eligible for
VAT relief.  For more information, call the 100th SVS VAT office at
238-2346.

BY MATT TULIS
100th Air Refueling Wing public affairs

Get relief: Services offers program to save money

Servicemembers get more
money in their paychecks

COURTESY GRAPHIC
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MARAUDER NEWS
AROUND MILDENHALL

CFC training
Training for all Combined Federal

Campaign representatives is Tuesday at
10 a.m. at the Bob Hope Community
Center. The CFC campaign runs from
Oct. 1 to Dec. 15.

For more information, call
226-8724.

Claims office closure
The 100th Air Refueling Wing legal

office claims section will be closed
Monday through Oct. 1. However, the
office will accept Department of
Defense Form 1840 and 1840Rs
throughout the week during normal
duty hours. Any claims nearing the
two-year mark will also be taken at
that time.

For more information on household
goods, vehicle shipments or any other
type of claim, call 238-3881.

Self help closure
The 48th Civil Engineer Squadron

Self Help Store will be closed Tuesday
through Oct. 1 for annual file
maintenance and inventory
requirements. The self help store will
reopen Oct. 4.

For more information, call Master
Sgt. Rich Geister at 226-2038.

Keep off the grass
The 727th Air Mobility Squadron

has asked that people not park on the
grass around the Air Mobility
Command passenger terminal. If there
is no parking in the designated parking
lot, drivers are asked to find parking in
a different designated parking lot.

Vehicle, passenger safety
The 100th Air Refueling Wing

leadership encourages people not to
drop off or pick up their passengers
outside the Shippea Hill Gate across
from the child development and youth
centers. There is no room in the
Shippea Hill Gate area to pull off the
road and avoid becoming a hazard for
traffic coming around the curves on
the A1101.

Drivers should pull into the child
development center area to load and
unload passengers when that area is
open.

For more information, call Lt. Col.
Tim Nickerson, 100th ARW chief of
safety, at 238-2255. 

NEWS BRIEFS

W ith the completion of the new south
Perimeter Road Oct. 1, taxiway Bravo
becomes active.  This will affect people

driving to the south side of base who will
now need to check their vehicles for foreign
object damage, or FOD.

FOD is a term used to describe a wide
range of materials from rocks to bolts to
everyday trash that can cause extensive
damage or completely destroy an aircraft’s
engines. FOD incidents total more than $1
million in damage each year.

The 100th Air Refueling Wing is taking a
proactive approach in its efforts to fight FOD.
These efforts are in keeping with Air Force
Instructions that say, “All vehicle operator’s
will perform a visual FOD inspection on all
equipment and tires prior to entering flight-
line areas.”

New signs have been placed around the
airfield to remind people to check their
vehicles. These signs instruct drivers to
perform a FOD check before crossing the
active taxiway.

“These checks may cause a minor
inconvenience for commuters, but the
prospect of damage or personal injury well
outweighs the 60 seconds it takes to perform

a check,” said Maj. James Love, 100th
Operations Support Squadron assistant
director of operations. “With the opening of
the new perimeter road extension many
individuals will not have to cross into the
interior of the airfield and thus will not have
to worry about the check.”

Flashing lights also have been installed on
the south Perimeter Road near the Hardstand
Cafe crossing to stop vehicles; giving the right
of way to taxing aircraft. 

When looking for FOD, the following steps
must be taken:
� When approaching a FOD check point,

prepare to stop at the double white lines.
� Stop the vehicle, turn it off or put the

vehicle in park with the emergency brake set.
� Exit the vehicle carefully looking for on

coming traffic.
� Walk around the vehicle removing FOD

from tires.
� Be sure to secure loose items inside the

vehicle or in the back of a truck that might
blow onto the airfield.

For more information, call the 100th ARW
FOD office at 238-8890.

(Information courtesy of the 100th Operations
Support Squadron)

FOD checks mandatory on flightline Oct. 1

Excellent!

OSS aces inspection
T he 100th Air Refueling Wing’s air traffic

system underwent an Air Traffic System
Evaluation Program inspection Sept. 13 to

17 and earned the 100th Operations Support
Squadron an overall excellent rating.

A team made up of inspectors from the Air
Force Flight Standards Agency at Andrews Air
Force Base, Md., and U.S. Air Forces in Europe
was here for five days. The team looked at all
air traffic system elements for safety,
compatibility and adequacy from an
operational viewpoint.  

“I feel great about the results,” said Capt.
Steven Dougherty, 100th OSS Air Field
Operations Flight chief. “It shows that we
have improved our operations since the last
inspection in 2002.”

The 100th OSS received a satisfactory on
its 2002 ATSEP inspection.

The inspection also reaffirmed that the
100th OSS has a safe aircraft operating
environment at RAF Mildenhall, said Lt. Col.
Kyle Kingsford, 100th OSS commander.

The team also evaluated the quality of
service and support provided by weather, civil
engineers, safety, communications and
aerospace management.

The 100th Communications Squadron
received three outstanding ratings in their
major sub-areas  –– the first time this has
happened in USAFE.

It was a team effort, said Lt. Col.
Kingsford.  

“We all support each other to get the job
done,” he said. “We are mission oriented and
focused on what needs to be done to create a
safe environment for our aircraft to operate
in.”

He also stressed the wing had a lot going
on prior to this inspection to include the
runway closure, the RAF Fairford deployment
and the move into the new ATC facility that
made this rating even more satisfying.

This ATSEP inspection came just two
months after the new air traffic control facility
was opened July 7 and just six weeks after the
runway officially opened to all non 100th
ARW air traffic Aug. 1.

An ATESP inspection normally takes place
every 24 months.  

BY TECH. SGT. KELLEY STEWART
100th Air Refueling Wing public affairs
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MARAUDER NEWS
AROUND THE ARMED FORCES

The war on terror is teaching the Air Force
important lessons and validating others as
the service celebrated its 57th birthday

Saturday, according to Air Force Secretary
James G. Roche. 

It’s emphasizing the success of the Air
Expeditionary Force, the importance of joint
operations and the critical contribution of the
Guard and Reserve in the total force, he said. 

Operations in Iraq and Afghanistan
underscore the value of the Air Expeditionary
Force, a highly-specialized force Secretary
Roche said is “able to respond in an instant’s
notice to be able to go great distances.” 

“We used to think that the most important
thing was our base back home in the United
States,” the secretary said. “But increasingly,
it is our performance in an expeditionary
setting that is the most important thing that
we do. And what we do back in the United

States is prepare to go and deploy.”
Secretary Roche said frequent operational

deployments keep the Air Expeditionary Force
trained for whatever missions come their way.
When the Air Force flew into Afghanistan
during the first night of Operation Enduring
Freedom, for example, he said, 70 to 75
percent of the Air Force pilots involved had
already been combat tested — thanks to 12
years of patrolling northern and southern
Iraqi skies during operations Northern Watch
and Southern Watch using the Air
Expeditionary Force concept. 

“We were able to raise the pond of
competence across our whole Air Force,”
Secretary Roche said. “So when we were
called on to go to war, we didn’t have to train
anybody up.” 

Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi
Freedom are also helping speed up what
Secretary Roche called “a natural evolution”
toward joint operations between the military
services. 

“We make a point that the Air Force will

never fight alone. And the Army has the same
position. They are never going to fight alone,”
the secretary said. “Therefore, it is natural
that we do things in a joint way.”

The war on terror has caused the services
to focus closely on who was doing what and
who could do it most efficiently, a process he
said helped eliminate duplication. 

“You differentiate by the competence of a
particular service,” he said. “We’re continuing
to work that through. We’re learning from
each other and working very well together.” 

Airmen are already playing key roles in
support of land forces, he said, not only in
terms of getting the troops to the battlefield,
but also in supporting their combat missions. 

“Our relationship to land forces is a key to
our future,” he said. “So we are not just
space. … We have to think and work closely
with land forces, special operations forces,
Marine Corps, Army, so that they recognize
that we are there for them.” 

BY DONNA MILES
American Forces Press Service

Lessons learned: AEF concept a success

T he 2004/2005 overseas
Combined Federal Campaign
will be conducted Oct. 1

through Dec. 15.  
Exact dates and campaign

goals are established in each
geographic area by the Local
Federal Coordinating Committee
and are available through the
installation CFC project officer. 

The CFC was established in
1961 and is the largest
workplace charity campaign in
the country.  This annual fall
fund-raising drive allows nearly 4
million federal employees and
military members to contribute
to thousands of local and
national non-profit charities.   

Last year, federal employees
and military reached into their
pockets to donate nearly $250
million to the CFC, which can be
cash, check or payroll deduction.

On average, one in four
Federal employees or their family
members will benefit from the
CFC charities this year alone,
according to officials. Donors
may designate which charity, or
charities, receives their money by
filling out a pledge card. 

For more information, visit
www.opm.gov/cfc. 

(Information courtesy of Air
Force Personnel Center News
Service)

CFC kicks off Oct. 1

PHOTO BY HARRY WHITE

Hurricane Ivan left a string of debris in front of “Admiral’s Row” at NAS Pensacola, Fla. Nearly 90 percent
of the buildings on the base suffered significant damage. The base was restricted except for emergency and
disaster relief personnel, as they worked to secure downed power lines and remove debris. The storm came
ashore Sept. 16 at Gulf Shores, Ala., with winds approximately 130 mph. The Air Force issued a “Stop
Movement” order for people permanently moving to or transiting Hurlburt Field, Fla., or Tyndall Air Force
Base, Fla., based on the probability Hurricane Ivan would affect the area Sept. 13. Stop Movement
precludes people from moving into a hazardous area –– in this case, a natural disaster –– which would
potentially put them in harm’s way. Resources, such as facilities, which may be required in the aftermath are
freed up as well. Stop Movement also means people permanently leaving either Hurlburt Field or Tyndall
AFB had their departures delayed. Anyone who might have been affected by the Stop Movement should
check their status with the 100th Mission Support Squadron Military Personnel Flight outbound assignments
section at 238-2160.

Ivan wreaks hurricane havoc
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Happy birthday, U.S. Air Force

Color me pretty: Above, Paxton Kesselring, 3, son of Brian and Shannon Kesselring,
100th Operations Support Squadron, sits for a caricature drawing Saturday at the Air
Force birthday celebration at Ford Park. The 100th Services Squadron hosted the
birthday party. Approximately 350 people made it out to celebrate the Air Force’s 57th
birthday.

Celebrating 57 years: Top right birthday cake was served and face painting, pony
rides, games and food were in abundance Saturday as Team Mildenhall celebrated
the Air Force’s birthday at Ford Park.

This isn’t really working: Middle right, Airman 1st Class Imad Mohammadi, left, and
Airman Jerry McDougle, 727th Air Mobility Squadron, laugh as they try their luck at
the three-legged race Saturday.

Cake, mmmm, good: Bottom right, Capt. Rosalie Duarte, left, and Susan Atkins,
right, 100th Services Squadron, serve birthday cake to party goers. Food and games
were available for people attending the party.

PHOTOS BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS CECIL MCCLOUD
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MARAUDER FEATURE NATIONAL POW/MIA REMEMBRANCE DAY

As part of the Armed Forces of the
United States, servicemembers
protect their nation. It is their duty

to oppose all enemies of the United
States in combat or, if captive, in a
prisoner of war compound. 

The Code of Conduct, which evolved
from the heroic lives, experiences and
deeds of Americans from the
Revolutionary War to the Gulf War,
serves to guide their behavior. 

Courage, dedication and motivation
can help servicemembers endure the
terrors of captivity, prevail over captors
and return to family, home and nation
with pride and honor.

Article I
I am an American, fighting in the

forces which guard my country and our
way of life. I am prepared to give my life
in their defense.

Article II
I will never surrender of my own free

will. If in command, I will never
surrender the members of my command
while they still have the means to resist.

Article III
If I am captured, I will continue to

resist by all means available. I will make
every effort to escape and to aid others
to escape. I will accept neither parole
nor special favors from the enemy.

Article IV
If I become a prisoner of war, I will

keep faith with my fellow prisoners. I
will give no information nor take part in
any action which might be harmful to
my comrades. If I am senior, I will take
command. If not, I will obey the lawful
orders of those appointed over me, and
will back them up in every way.

Article V
When questioned, should I become

a prisoner of war, I am required to give
name, rank, service number and date of
birth. I will evade answering further
questions to the utmost of my ability. I
will make no oral or written statements
disloyal to my country and its allies or
harmful to their cause.

Article VI
I will never forget that I am an

American, fighting for freedom,
responsible for my actions, and
dedicated to the principles which made
my country free. I will trust in my God
and in the United States of America.

(Information courtesy of the Department of
Defense)

Code of ConductLest we forget ...Lest we forget ...
RR

ecognizing the sacrifices of more than
91,780 national heroes, Team Mildenhall,
along with military units, veterans and

American citizens throughout the world,
observed National POW/MIA Recognition Day
with a week full of events Sept. 12 through 17.

“When we go into conflict, it’s always about
never leaving anyone behind … and that’s one
reason why we are able to serve –– and serve
proudly,” said Col. Richard T. Devereaux, 100th
Air Refueling Wing commander, whose father was
listed as MIA during the Korean War. 

Shot down while flying a B-29 over the skies
of North Korea, his father survived and evaded
capture for a week before being rescued, which
he said contributed to his confidence that
America will never forget its POWs and those
missing.

“We know that in our heart of hearts, no
matter what happens, our country will do
whatever it takes, no matter how long it takes, to
rescue us and to free us from captivity,” he said.
“And if, heaven forbid, we are to fall either in
combat or while captured, our country will go to
whatever length is required to bring back home
our remains to their final resting place.”

Kicking off what Col. Devereaux termed “lest
we forget week,” a free viewing of “Good
Morning, Vietnam” Sept. 12 introduced Team
Mildenhall to the week’s guest of honor, Adrian
Cronauer. The former Air Force sergeant co-
authored the original story for the film, which is
based on his involvement as a radio voice during
the Vietnam War. 

A full audience was able to hear the
“gooooooood morning, Vietnam” phrase live
during Mr. Cronauer’s speech at the POW/MIA
luncheon Sept. 13. 

He made clear, though, that Robin Williams
only “loosely” portrayed him.

“If I did half the stuff he did in that movie, I’d
still be in Leavenworth, not England,” Mr.
Cronauer said. He confirmed he worked as a disc
jockey and taught English, but he did not teach
his class cuss words or get thrown out of
Vietnam. 

Recounting part of his experience in the
military, Mr. Cronauer said he met a lot of
honorable men and women who were
determined to do their duty as well and as
professionally as they could. 

Mr. Cronauer’s involvement with the military
didn’t end there, though. He currently serves as
special assistant to the deputy assistant of the
secretary of defense for POW/missing personnel
affairs, through which he works to provide the
fullest possible accounting for America’s POWs
and missing military members. 

He took this job following the terrorist attacks

of Sept. 11, after which he said he wished he was
30 years younger so he could join the military
again.

“No other country ever has devoted anything
near the vast resources that we have to account
for our missing,” he said, mentioning the 120
employees in Washington D.C., and 500 others
throughout the world who work full time to
search for America’s missing. 

Mr. Cronauer’s department not only works on
research and analysis, but it also works in policy
development. It prepares American troops to
enter conflict with Code of Conduct training and
the best equipment for retrieval, he said.

No credible evidence exists to suggest there
are any American servicemembers be held against
their wills anywhere in the world, Mr. Cronauer
said. “Nonetheless, we still continue to
investigate every single report of a live sighting
anywhere in the world,” he added.

Through it’s efforts, the United States has
determined the fate of 263 sets of missing
Americans from Russia, Korea and other regions
of former conflict, Mr. Cronauer said.

He concluded with a memory of what he
remembers from his basic training at Lackland
AFB, “You are now a member of the United States
Air Force, and the military takes care of its own.
Should you ever find yourself isolated behind
enemy lines, we will do everything humanly
possible to find you and rescue you before the
enemy does. And, should you be captured, we
will do everything in our power to have you
released and returned. And if, God-forbid, you
perish in enemy hands, we will never cease in our
efforts to retrieve your remains, return them to
your loved ones.

The POW;/MIA luncheon where Mr. Cronauer
spoke was just one of the many events used to

recognize the plight of POWs and those missing
in action, as several events followed through the
week.  

A mock Vietnam-era POW cell held much of
the base leadership for 30-minute time periods
throughout the day Sept. 14. The cell allowed its
“prisoners” an opportunity to experience the
solitary confinement POWs experience. Audio
tapes played at the Hanoi Hilton, a POW camp in
Vietnam where many servicemembers suffered
for months and even years, blasted over the loud
speaker throughout the day. 

Units across Team Mildenhall decked out in
battle dress uniform, POW/MIA T-shirts or just
physical training gear ran in formation for the
POW/MIA 5K run Sept. 15. 

The formation run served as a testimony to
the fact the U.S. military seeks to honor and
recover every POW and members still missing,
not leaving any behind, said Paula Rabon, the
National POW/MIA Recognition Day committee
chairperson. 

Local British “war enthusiasts” displayed six
Vietnam era vintage vehicles and a Vietnam
encampment, including a bamboo cage Sept. 15
through 17. 

A remembrance wreath and hat-laying
ceremony Sept. 16 at 5 p.m. kicked off 24 hours
of “name reading” at the POW/MIA Memorial.
Volunteers across Team Mildenhall read names of
POWs and those missing in action around-the-
clock. 

A ceremony Sept.
17 at 5 p.m. concluded
the name reading and
entire National
POW/MIA Recognition
Day week of events
and ended with the
pick-up of the hats laid
24 hours before. 

The ceremony also
included the flyover of
a 351st Air Refueling
Squadron KC-135 with
it’s boom lowered and
a 352nd Special
Operations Group MC-
130P from the 67th
Special Operations
Squadron refueling an
MH-53 Pave Low from
the 21st Special
Operations Squadron. 

Tech. Sgt. Josue
Cantu, 100th Mission
Support Squadron,
played “taps” on his
bugle, and the honor
guard retrieved the
colors. 

Although these

BY 1ST LT. GLORY SMITH

100th Air Refueling Wing public affairs

events concluded a week of POW/MIA
recognition, they did not conclude the
nation's duty to remember its lost.

There are families all over the world,
not only American, who will never
know the true fate of missing loved
ones, said Chief Master Sgt. William
Scott, 100th Air Refueling Wing
command chief.  

As a society, America should do
everything possible to resolve their
fates and keep the memories of them
alive, he said. “We can never forget
their sacrifices.” 

PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. BUDDY GERHARDT

PHOTO BY PAULA RABON

PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN MEGHAN GEIS

PHOTO BY MATTHEW RABON 

Time to reflect: Lt. Col. Kyle Kingsford, 100th Operations
Support Squadron commander, bows his head, just as the
unknown soldier in the POW/MIA flag behind him bows his head.
He was one of many Team Mildenhall commanders to “serve
time” as a POW in honor of National POW/MIA Recognition Day
here. Airman 1st Class Thomas Nightingale, 100th Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron, was Lt. Col. Kingsford’s “captor.”

We salute you: Above, the base honor guard and
other Team Mildenhall members salute during the
playing of Taps at the POW/MIA retreat ceremony
Sept. 17.

No one left behind: The 95th Reconnaissance Squadron runs in formation during the POW/MIA
5K run Sept. 15. The 95th RS was just one of many Team Mildenhall units and individuals
participating in the formation run, symbolizing America does not leave anyone behind.

PHOTO BY PAULA RABON

‘Goooood morning Mildenhall’: Former
Air Force Sgt. Adrian Cronauer, the week’s
guest of honor, participated in the “name
reading” of America’s prisoners of war and
those still missing. Mr. Cronauer’s
experience as a disc jockey in Vietnam is
portrayed in the film, “Good Morning,
Vietnam.”

Back to ‘Nam: Bottom, local British “war enthusiasts”
guard the post during the National POW/MIA
Recognition Day events. They displayed six Vietnam-
era vintage vehicles and a Viet Cong encampment
Sept. 15 through 17.
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PHOTOS BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS CECIL MCCLOUD 

Kingpin: Right, Staff Sgt. Eric Dorfner, 352nd Maintenance
Squadron, prepares to bowl during a 352nd Special
Operations Group bowl-a-thon Sept. 17. Staff Sgt. Dorfner
bowled a perfect game during the 9-pin-no-tap event.

Shoes, glorious shoes: Bottom right, In addition to a brand-
new facility, the bowling center has new rental shoes, which
range from children’s size 8 to adult size 17.

Snack time: Bottom left, Isabel Herrera, daughter of Tech. Sgt.
Isaias Herrera, 100th Logistics Readiness Squadron, enjoys
dinner at the bowling center’s snack bar. Serving a variety of
food, the snack bar also serves alcoholic and non-alcoholic
beverages. Those serving as designated drivers of their group
can receive free soda or water after 6 p.m.

Strike: The bowling center, which opened Sept. 3, has 12 new
lanes, a state-of-the-art scoring system and an upgraded
bumper system. For more information about the new bowling
center, call 238-2348.

Strike up fun 
at new bowling center
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MARAUDER FEATURE
AROUND MILDENHALL

I
t started as a small rectangle of oasis
(similar to Styrofoam), a few flowers
and some foliage. Within minutes it was

transformed into a stunning flower
arrangement that was a spectrum of pinks
and greens.

It’s been described as therapeutic,
addictive and a stress-reliever –– and spouses
in particular, love it, especially because it’s so
British.

Margaret Heal, a British civilian, who today
celebrates her “RAF Mildenhall anniversary”
birthday, has been teaching flower arranging
to military spouses for the past 27 years, both
here and at RAF Lakenheath.

An honorary member of Middleton Hall,
Mrs. Heal has done many arrangements for
both bases over the years. These include
decorating the passenger terminal for the
60th anniversary of RAF Mildenhall and filling
the officers club from end-to-end with a vast
array of flowers, when Prince Charles visited
the base in 1982.

Mrs. Heal began with a flower arranging
course in London approximately 35 years ago.
Since then, her endless experiences include
arranging the flowers at Sandringham House,
a royal residence, from 1977 to 1990. 

“I honestly don’t know how I started doing
them –– it wasn’t the sort of job you applied
for –– it just sort of happened,” said Mrs.
Heal modestly. “I’ve done flowers and

presentation posies for the Queen, the Duke
of Edinburgh and other members of the royal
family. It first started at Sandringham, when I
lived near there, then moved onto doing
other arrangements for them occasionally,
whenever needed.”

It was almost three decades ago when
Mrs. Heal was teaching flower arranging to an
English audience in Feltwell that an American
girl joined the class.

“She asked me if I would do a class at RAF
Lakenheath, so I did –– right up until its
reorganization about 17 years ago, when I
then moved the class to the chapel at RAF
Mildenhall,” recalled Mrs. Heal.

For various reasons, but mainly because of
Sept. 11 when it was much more difficult and
took much longer to get on base, Mrs. Heal
moved her class off-base to Mildenhall village.

Students are shown how to make
arrangements for their homes and as gifts, as
well as how to make the most of flowers and
foliage in their gardens, though local markets
often have a wide selection of seasonal
flowers perfect for arrangements, said Mrs.
Heal.

A demonstration is given to the students,
showing them different shapes and
techniques to follow. Making a similar
arrangement is their project for the following
week.

The class is very popular with officers’
wives.

“Friends of mine were talking about how
much fun this class was,
and I thought it would be
a challenge,” said Konnie
Glaze, 67th Special
Operations Squadron wife,
and first time student.

“I thought it would be
nice to do my own
arrangements for the
holidays,” she said.

Mrs. Heal’s famous
flower-arranging class has
had many American
followers for many years.

“There are so many
different techniques you
can learn –– it’s just so
relaxing, and my family
always enjoys the
beautiful arrangements I
bring home,” said Kari
Bridges, also a 67th SOS

wife, who has regularly attended the class for
about a year.

“You learn about the different flowers,
their names and how they grow. I didn’t know
anything when I first started getting together
with my friends, but you get to meet new
people and have a good time for a couple of
hours each week. It’s very enjoyable,” said
Mrs. Bridges.

The flower arranging class is each
Monday from 1 to 2:45 p.m. at St. John’s
Close community center in Mildenhall. The
course runs for 12 weeks and costs £6.50
per class.  Students must pay a lump sum for
the remaining classes –– for example, £78
for 12 weeks, or if starting three weeks into
the course, £58.50 for the remaining nine
weeks. 

Anyone wanting to join the class can start
at any time and does not have to wait until
the new course starts.

Students must also provide their own
flowers and foliage.

For more information, call Mrs. Heal at
01508-530168.

BY KAREN ABEYASEKERE
100th Air Refueling Wing public affairs

Art in the making: Margaret Heal puts together
a floral arrangement during her flower arranging
techniques class at the St. John’s Close
community center for Team Mildenhall spouses
Sept 13.

Aromatic class relieves students’ stress

PHOTOS BY KAREN ABEYASEKERE 

Finished product: Margaret Heal, left, discusses flower arranging
techniques with Audrey Spence, wife of Col. Stephen Spence, 100th
Air Refueling Wing vice commander, while she puts the finishing
touches to her floral display Sept. 13. Mrs. Heal has taught her class
to military spouses for the past 27 years.

Floral arrangements
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MARAUDER COMMUNITY
OUTDOOR RECREATION

Just because summer is over doesn’t mean
an end to enjoying the great outdoors
throughout the United Kingdom.
Outdoor recreation at RAF Alconbury

continues to offer a variety of activities
throughout the year for people assigned to
bases in England.

Day trips, all-inclusive three-day and longer
trips, equipment and clothing rental, seasonal
sportswear retail sales and even some ski and
equipment repair all are available through
ODR. For the “do-it-yourselfers,” any of the
three full-time staff members are willing to
provide tips, itineraries, suggestions and Web
sites for any outdoor interest.

“Loads of people come in just for
information,” said Stuart Perry, outdoor
recreation director. “The three of us have
years of experience in the outdoors in the
U.K.”

Indoor climbing, paintball, indoor archery,
mountain biking and Peak District walks
highlight the events planned for October
through December. A week-long ski trip and
possibly a shorter three- to four-day trip take
place after the New Year.

The big push for October is the annual Air
Force Global Volksmarch, taking place Oct. 17
at RAF Molesworth. For $1.50 for adults and
75 cents for children, people can choose
between 10-kilometer or 20-kilometer walks
through the farmland and towns surrounding
the base. Start times for the 10K are between
8 a.m. and 2 p.m., and for the 20K between
8 a.m. and noon.

“The great thing about the 10K is people
can go to church and still take a nice stroll
afterward,” Mr. Perry said. “As always, we can
use volunteers, particularly at the checkpoints
to serve soup and beverages.”

Each of the three full-time staff members
— Mr. Perry, Duane Barr and Clive Higgs —
are certified through various outdoor
organizations and associations in all programs
offered through ODR. As a result, the RAF
Alconbury ODR is unique in the type and
variety of programs offered.

“Since we use in-house experience and
expertise to guide our own events, we
eliminate the need to contract out,” Mr. Perry
said. “Because of that, it’s loads cheaper for
our customers.”

Contracting outside sources to guide
programs costs more because of the exchange
rate and cost for guides. In addition, there’s a
greater potential to lose money because of
cancellation policies. ODR does contract for
horseback riding and white-water rafting trips.

“You always potentially lose money with a
contract,” Mr. Barr said, “because you run the
risk of having to cancel. Contractors typically
don’t allow refunds if you cancel within two
weeks of the trip. Even if you cancel before
the deadline, you’re not getting a 100-percent
refund.”

ODR, on the other hand, can afford to go
up to the day of the trip and still accept
people before resorting to canceling because
it uses its own staff, Mr. Perry said.

Rarely do ODR-run trips get canceled, he
said. More often than not, people end up on
waiting lists because they wait until late in
the game to sign up.

“Since our minibuses are small, and we
don’t pack it too full, we may not be able to
take as many as want to go,” Mr. Barr said.

He suggests asking to go on a waiting list
if told the trip is full, because nearly every
trip has one.

Getting people away from the base,
meeting new people and introducing them to
some outdoors activity that they may
continue with is what drives Mr. Perry and his
staff.

“It’s a lifestyle,” he said. “You don’t do this
and not live it.”

That’s also why getting the family involved
is important, he said. 

It’s not about dropping the children off for
a day trip to a ropes course or kayaking down
the river while mom and dad run errands, but
giving the entire family some quality time
together outside.

“It’s a great way for families to see
England outdoors,” said Capt. Anne Spivey,
352nd Special Operations Group, whose
family has taken two trips organized by the
RAF Alconbury ODR this year. “The staff is
friendly, experienced in the activities they
sponsor and familiar with the areas toured.
We’re looking forward to another adventure,
soon.”

Unlike many excursions locally, ODR offers
all-inclusive trips — equipment, instruction,
guides, transportation, food and lodging.

“People just look after their personal
clothing, and we do the rest,” Mr. Perry said.

Unfortunately, people usually have to pack
or buy their own lunch, but the rest of the
food is included and for a good reason.

“We feed them breakfast so we ensure
they have a decent meal before going out
with us,” Mr. Barr said. “We don’t want them
merely snacking all day and not eating good,
solid meals.”

While trips are a big part of the fun at
ODR, it also offers full seasonal rental and
retail operations. Carpet cleaners, garden
equipment, mowers, sporting gear and more,
including ski clothes, are available.

“If people just knew the extent of what we
offer, I’m sure we would get much more
business,” Mr. Perry said. “The biggest savings
for parents is children’s clothing rental. They
grow so fast, it’s a wise idea to rent instead of
buy.”

In the retail department, ODR holds a
summer stock clearance sale, beginning Oct.
8. At the same time, it’s breaking out the
newly-arrived winter stock.

As if that’s not enough, ODR also offer
events and equipment for children’s birthday
parties, but only during the week. Equipment
for rent includes bouncy castles and parties
such as archery or indoor wall climbing are
offered.

With 19 to 20 hours of activities offered
each week, 52 weeks a year, chances are
there’s something for everyone at the RAF
Alconbury ODR. If not, call Mr. Perry, Mr. Barr
or Mr. Higgs at 268-3734 and they’ll see if
they can’t fix that.

Team Mildenhall members interested in
taking part in outdoor recreation events can
also call the RAF Mildenhall Outdoor
Recreation at 238-4283 or the RAF Lakenheath
Outdoor Recreation at 226-2146.

BY TECH. SGT. RICH ROMERO
423rd Air Base Squadron public affairs

PHOTO BY DUANE BARR 

In a world of beauty: Clive Higgs, left, sticks
close to Alex Spivey, center, son of Capt. Anne
Spivey, 352nd Special Operations Group, and
Stephanie Buan, right, while climbing a waterfall
in the Lake District. The three went on a
camping trip through RAF Alconbury outdoor
recreation over Labor Day weekend.

Get out and play

Outdoor recreation offers affordable year-round fun
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MAGGIE COTNER’S BRITS BITS

RR
eligious intolerance was rife here in
the 1650s. Legal persecution for
religious dissenters was one of the

many factors that prompted so many to leave
these islands for the New World.

Jordans Farm was built in 1618, and had
recently been inherited by William Russell,
one of the first English Quakers. A
breakthrough in personal spiritual
development, the Quaker movement was
founded by George Fox, who preached that
God communicates by way of ‘an inward light’
that does not require ministers, sacraments or
ritual. 

Having no official safe place to meet, Mr.
Russell encouraged his Quaker friends to
meet at Jordans, until a meeting was broken
up by order of the local justices, and
participators were hauled away to prison.
William Penn was one of the men who
worshiped there under constant threat of
arrest.

In 1688 Parliament passed the Declaration
of Indulgence, granting long-overdue freedom
for all to worship according to their
conscience. The friends who’d met secretly at
Jordans Farm were now free to build their
own meeting house nearby. William Penn, for
whom Pennsylvania is named, worshiped
there, and on his death was buried there,
joined later by his two wives and 10 of his 16
children.

The meeting house is still a center of
Quaker faith and practice and retains most of
its original brick, glass, paneling and benches.

Jordans Farm passed out of Quaker hands
in 1738, and was reacquired in 1910 with the
buildings in a state of dereliction. They were
restored and extended to become Old Jordans
Guest House, and the space in which William
Penn and his friends secretly met to worship
is now its dining room.

The main barn in the grounds was
sufficiently derelict to need major restoration
–– a difficulty since wood was in short supply
in England in the early 1900s. Ship’s timbers
were used to renovate the roof, and it’s
widely believed these came from the
Mayflower, the ship that took the Pilgrims to
the New World.

Little is known about the ship, and, since
flower names were common for sailing vessels
at that time, several mis-identifications have
been made over the years. R.G. Marsden was
able to demonstrate in 1904, however, that

the Mayflower in question was out of Harwich,
and later London and her master one
Christopher Jones. She was first recorded in
1609 as a merchant ship transporting tar,
lumber and fish. She might have done some
whaling in Greenland. Later in her life she
handled wine and spices from the
Mediterranean.

In 1620, the Mayflower was chartered to
take colonists, as they were then termed, to
northern Virginia, along with her consort ship,
the Speedwell. They left Southampton Aug. 5,
but were forced into Dartmouth as the
Speedwell was leaking. After repairs were
completed, they set sail again, but were soon
forced into Plymouth as fresh leaks had
sprung. The Speedwell was abandoned at this
point, 20 of her passengers returning home,
the rest being squashed into the Mayflower,
which finally departed these shores Sept. 6,
1620.

After 66 days, they landed in the New
World. The ship spent the winter there, its
crew suffering the same fate as the Pilgrims,
of whom almost half died.

The Mayflower set sail for England April 5,
1621, the return journey taking only four
weeks. She made a few more trading runs, to
Spain, Ireland and France, but after the death
of her captain, Christopher Jones, she lay

dormant. Two years later, the ship was valued
at little more than £128. Had she been still
seaworthy at that point, her value would have
been set much higher.

This inventory note is the last written
record of the Mayflower.

Dr. Rendel Harris, an antiquarian of some
stature who had patiently researched the
comings and goings of every Mayflower
recorded in the English port books from 1600
to 1660, closely examined the barn in 1920
and was in no doubt that the roof timbers had
come from the Mayflower. In his book ‘The
Last of the Mayflower,’ published that same
year, he states that the roof beams have the
same shape as the ship’s keel, and one of
them bears the faint outline of part of the
ship’s name. In addition, the ship had
transported a printing press on one of her
journeys, and the marks of the bolts that held
it securely fastened to the wooden beams
below deck could be clearly traced.

Whatever the truth of the matter, The
Mayflower Barn continues to fascinate many
thousands of visitors each year. Set in the
ground of Old Jordans Guest House, it’s easy
to find, in the village of Jordans, near
Beaconsfield in Buckinghamshire.

You can call them on 01494-879700, or
e-mail them at enquiries@oldjordans.org.uk.

Set sSet saiail fol for Jor Jorrddans Fans Fararmm

BY MAGGIE COTNER
100th Air Refueling Wing community relations advisor

Quaker barn renovated

with Mayflower timbers

COURTESY PHOTO

Recycling history: Members of the Quaker movement, founded by George Fox, used to meet at
Jordans Farm under constant threat of arrest. One of the more famous Quakers who worshiped  at
the farm was William Penn, for whom Pennsylvania was named. He is buried there along with his
two wives and 10 of his 16 children. The roof of the farm’s barn was renovated with ship’s timber
in the early 1900s after Jordans Farm was reacquired in 1910 by the Quakers. Dr. Rendel Harris,
an antiquarian, researched every Mayflower in English port books from 1600 to 1660, and the
timber used is believed to have come from the Mayflower, which carried the Pilgrims to the New
World.
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G
ot a plump pumpkin? How about a
titanic-sized tomato? An outrageously-
large onion? If any of these are in your

vegetable patch, then get out to pumpkin fair
Saturday at the Soham recreation grounds.

Hosted by the Soham Pumpkin Fair
Committee, the event is in its 30th year and
according to Mark Williams, committee
chairman, is one of only four pumpkin fairs in
the United Kingdom. Since its start, the fair
has raised more than £26,000 for local
charities.

“We have the largest pumpkin fair in the
east of England. I’d like to say it’s the largest
one, but unfortunately, I can’t,” Mr. Williams
said.

The fair, which runs from 1:30 to 5 p.m.,
promises to have something for every
member of the family, he said.

The 100th Civil Engineer Squadron will
have a fire truck display. There will be
competitions for poetry as well as a display of
vintage cars, motorcycles, tractors and steam
engines. There will also be a raffle prize and
people can purchase raffle tickets at the
event.

People hoping to make a bit of money can
turn up for the car boot sale. Mr. Williams
said there’s no reason to reserve a spot ––
those interested can just set up for £5 for
cars, £7 for a car with a trailer and £10 for
trade stalls.

Those without a green thumb are
welcome, too. With a clown, dance and
marching groups, refreshments, and a
barbecue, Soham’s annual event is “just like a

traditional small-town fair,” Mr. Williams said.
Entry to the event is £1 for adults, 50

pence for those 12 to 16 and free for those
under 12. 

The committee doesn’t make money on
the fair because all entrance, car boot and any
other possible fees this year are going to the
Viva Theater Group in Soham –– a group of
actors 9 to 19.

Those who would like to enter a pumpkin,
tomato, zucchini, onion or sunflower for
competition must drop off entries between 9
and 11:30 a.m. at the recreation grounds near
the church at the center of town. 

Entries in categories such as best
decorated pumpkin, as well as the largest in
each category, will be judged after 11:30 a.m.
and winners announced during the fair. It’s
free to enter and winners will receive various
cash prizes.

Mr. Williams said last year’s biggest
pumpkin was 220 pounds. He would like to
see an even bigger pumpkin this year but
mostly hopes to see a lot of faces, including
those of Americans.

Angela Gorski, wife of Staff Sgt. Eric
Gorski, 321st Special Tactics Squadron, is one
American face he’ll see there. Mrs. Gorski said
she and her family went to the event last year
and had a great time.

“It’s a great place to take children –– ours
had a great time,” she said. “It’s really neat ––
they have carnival rides, like a big slide and a
bouncy castle, old cars, dancers … it was a
really good day out last year.”

Weather permitting, Mr. Williams hopes to
see the usual 1,500 to 2,000 visitors at the
pumpkin fair, if not more, since it’s the 30th
year of the fair.

“This is our way of bringing people
together one last time before winter,” he said.
“When Americans are living in the community,
they’re very valuable members of the
community and we want to include them in
our celebration.”

For more information on the pumpkin fair,
go to www.soham.org.uk/features/pumpkin
fair.htm.

BY TECH. SGT. CINDY DORFNER
100th Air Refueling Wing public affairs

Calling all fruits, vegetables
Soham brings community, food together for annual pumpkin fair Saturday

COURTESY PHOTO

They grow ‘em big around here: The Soham
Pumpkin Fair takes place Saturday from 1:30 to
5 p.m. Those wishing to enter pumpkins, or other
fruits or vegetables, should drop the entries off
at the Soham recreation grounds between 9 and
11:30 a.m. Winners will be announced at the fair
in the afternoon.

Tech. Sgt. Brady McCarron, Hometown
Holiday Greetings team member from Air
Force News in San Antonio, tapes Staff Sgt.
John Hill, 100th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron, and his family as they wish family
in Huntington, Ind., and Vacaville, Calif.,
happy holidays. The Hometown Holiday
Greetings Team annually records holiday
messages from servicemembers stationed
overseas. The messages are then sent back
to the member’s hometown so family and
friends can see and hear them on local
television and radio stations. More than 150
messages were taped at RAF Mildenhall this
year.

PHOTO BY SENIOR AIRMAN MEGHAN GEIS 

That’s a wrap!
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LLAAKKEENNHHEEAATTHH
TTooddaayy

6:30 p.m. “Paparazzi” (PG-13) The paparazzi
stalk Bo
everywhere.
He accepts the
invasion of his
life until
photos of his
wife and son
start
appearing on
the covers of a
sleazy tabloid
called
Paparazzi. All
efforts to
convince the
photographers
to spare his
family are

ignored, so Bo seeks vengeance of his own. (Stars
Cole Hauser and Robin Tunney)

10 p.m. “Resident Evil: Apocalypse” (R) Picking
up where the
end of the first
movie left off,
an elite
military agent,
Alice, finds
herself
stranded in
the ruins of
Raccoon City
folowing a
virus outbreak
which has
turned the
city’s
inhabitants
into
bloodthirsty
zombies.
Searching for a
way to contain the virus, Alice also teams up with
other survivors, including Jill Valentine, who finds
herself being hunted down by a massive monster
called Nemesis with ties to Alice, and the tendency
to moan “Starrrrssss” a lot. (Stars Milla Jovovich and
Sienna Guillory)

SSaattuurrddaayy
Noon “Spider Man 2” (PG-13) 
3 p.m. “Paparazzi” 
6:30 p.m., “White Chicks” (PG-13) 
10 p.m. “Resident Evil: Apocalypse”

SSuunnddaayy
Noon  “Spider Man 2”
3 p.m. “Paparazzi”
6:30 p.m. “Resident Evil: Apocalypse”

MMoonnddaayy
6:30 p.m. “Resident Evil: Apocalypse”

TTuueessddaayy
6:30 p.m. “Harry Potter and the Prisoner of

Azkaban” (PG) 
WWeeddnneessddaayy

6:30 p.m. “King Arthur” (PG-13) 
TThhuurrssddaayy

6:30 p.m. “White Chicks” 

The RAF Mildenhall Theater is closed until
further notice.

At the movies

The 352nd Special Operations Group marches through Ely Sunday as part of a Battle of Britian
Remembrance Parade. The Battle of Britain was fought from July to November of 1940 between
the Royal Air Force and the German Luftwaffe to keep Britain from being invaded. The RAF pilots
also gave Hitler's Germany its first major defeat of World War II.

PHOTO BY TECH. SGT. KELLEY STEWART

EDUCATION

Remembering the Battle of Britain

EVENTS

Commissary holds case lot sale
The RAF Lakenheath commissary holds a

case lot sale Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m.

For more information, call 226-3515.

Toyland opens
The BXtra holds the Toyland grand

opening Oct. 2 at 9 a.m.
For more information, call the BXtra at

01638-581211.

Murder mystery production coming
The Union Jack Players are putting on a

murder mystery production, “The Boardwalk
Melody Hour Murders” Oct. 22 at 6 p.m. in
the Eagles Landing on RAF Lakenheath and
Oct. 30 at 6 p.m. in the Galaxy Club. 

Tickets for the mystery-comedy dinner
theater go on sale Oct. 1 and are available at
the Bob Hope Community Center and the
Liberty Club cashier’s cage on RAF
Lakenheath. Tickets cost $20 and include
dinner.

For more information, call 238-2579.

Mentors needed
Mentors are needed for third grade

students at Lakenheath Elementary School for
the 2004/2005 school year. 

Mentoring takes place between a mentor
and a student during the student’s lunch hour.

For more information or an application,
call Dr. Danette Keegan at 226-3721 or e-mail
danette_keegan@eu.odedodea.edu.

�Return and reunion takes place each
Tuesday from noon to 1 p.m. at the RAF
Mildenhall Chapel. 
�Deployed spouses’ dinner is Monday

from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Mildenhall Youth
Center, which is across the street from the
Shippea Hill Gate.
�Shipping your pet is Oct. 4 from 10 a.m.

to noon at the family support center.
Advance sign-up is required for all events.
For more information, call 238-3406.

FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER

UMUC student orientation
The University of Maryland University

Campus holds student orientation Monday from
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the education center.

Term II classes
Central Texas College offers two

emergency medical technology courses
during Term II. Courses offered are sports
and physical training injuries, and EMT-basic
refresher courses. Each course is worth two
semester hours. For details, call 238-3473.

Adult scholarships available
The Mildenhall Officers’ and Civilians

Spouses’ Club is sponsoring adult
scholarships. Applications will be available
from the education office from Oct. 1.

For more information, call Julie Bracken at
01842-829984.
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MARAUDER SPORTS
HEALTH & FITNESS

A fter weeks of conditioning, practicing and
mental preparation, the Lakenheath
Lancer junior varsity and varsity football

teams were put to the test Saturday. The
varsity opened its season against the
Heidelberg Lions and the JV opened against
the Rota Admirals. 

Although the scores, varsity lost 48-6 and
JV lost 34-0, didn’t reflect the hard work and
preparation for the first games, both Lancer
squads came away from the matches with
areas to improve upon and high hopes for the
rest of the season.

“We started the season out a little rough,
but so far we’ve really come together as a
team. I am really looking forward to a great
season and am expecting a big turnout. I have
a feeling this year will be like no other,” said
Jason Simpson, first-string offensive tackle for
the Lancer JV team.

As the two Lakenheath football teams
prepare for their next contests Saturday
against the Ramstein Royals, both squads are
counting on their off-season work to get
them to the next level of play. 

The Lancers have been practicing hard for
the past four weeks and showed dedication
to the sport by going to grueling conditioning
workouts two weeks before school began.
Now that school has begun, they have been
getting into their routines as Lancer football
players.

“I think that we have a great group of guys,
some new and some returning. I believe this
year our team has what it takes to become
champs. We’ve been working hard, and I think
we can do it,” said Darren Mercer, returning
senior and captain of the varsity team.

Many freshman and players are new to the
Lancer teams but that doesn’t mean they can’t
go the distance and win games, added Larz

Sampson, senior and third-year returnee
captain of the offensive line. “Its all about
team work and commitment,” he said. As for
the returning lettermen, Sampson said they
have a chance to show their experience and
help enhance the newer and less-experienced
players. 

“We have a great group of guys and an
excellent coaching staff. I think our team has
the skill and dedication that it takes. We work
well together and can get the job done,” said
Sampson.  

The Lancers host the Ramstein Royals
Saturday with the JV game at 10 a.m. and the
varsity game at noon for homecoming.  

SPORTS SHORTS

Youth soccer coaches needed
The RAF Mildenhall Youth Center

needs volunteer coaches for the indoor
soccer season, which begins Tuesday. 

Coaches’ training takes place Saturday
at 2 p.m. in the youth center. For more
information, call 238-2831.

Youth soccer registration open 
Children 5 to 18 can now sign up for

indoor soccer at the youth center. The
season runs from Oct. 18 to Dec. 17. Skill
assessments and two weeks of practice
start Oct. 4 and run through Oct. 15.

Don’t like to run? Volunteer!
Volunteers are needed for the 2004

U.S. Air Forces in Europe Cross Country
Invitational taking place Oct. 16 in the
Brandon Wangford Forest.

People are needed to set up and tear
down, work the refreshment table, mark
the course and keep time. Those
interested in working the event should
plan to work from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Final details, such as transportation,
are still being worked. 

Those interested should call Tech. Sgt.
Tiffani Johnson or Staff Sgt. Shani Brown
at 238-2349.

HAWC hours
The RAF Mildenhall Health and

Wellness Center hours are as follows:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Wednesday 7:30
a.m. to 2 p.m. (closes early for unit
physical training). 

For more information, call Ronda
Carter at 238-2285.

Fitness center class schedule 
Today –– Spinning at 6 a.m., 12:15 and

5:15 p.m.; step at 9:30 a.m.; and circuit at
11 a.m.

Monday –– Spinning at 6 a.m., 12:15
and 5:15 p.m.; step at 9:30 a.m.; circuit at
11 a.m.; and cardio kick at 5:15 p.m.

Tuesday –– Body sculpt at 9:30 a.m.;
combat at 11 a.m.; spinning at 12:15 and
5:15 p.m.; and interval at 5:15 p.m.

Wednesday –– Spinning at 6 a.m.;
12:15 and 5:15 p.m.; step at 9:30 a.m.;
circuit at 11 a.m.; cardio kick at 5:15 p.m.

Thursday –– Body sculpt at 9:30 a.m.;
combat at 11 a.m.; spinning at 12:15 and
5:15 p.m.; and interval at 5:15 p.m.

The classes above are taught by
contractors. There are other classes
taught at various times by fitness center
staff. For more information, call 238-2349.

Physical training perfection
Congratulations to Team Mildenhall

members scoring 100 percent on the
Air Force fitness test in August. 
Those who reached physical training

perfection are:
Maj. Percy Dunagin, 21st Special

Operations Squadron; Master Sgt. Richard
Burrell, 321st Special Tactics Squadron;
and Staff Sgt. Keri Sica, Detachment 2,
25th Information Operations Squadron.

Squadrons leading the way in Fitlinxx
usage are:

95th Reconnaissance Squadron –– 55
percent of squadron members logging
workouts,

100th Services Squadron –– 48 percent,
100th Civil Engineer and 488th

Intelligence Squadrons –– 37 percent.
If you managed a perfect score on the

Air Force fitness test but don’t see your
name on this list, call your unit fitness
program manager.

(Information courtesy of  Maj. David
Valentine, Combat Fitness program manager)

Lancers jousted in season opener

PHOTO BY AIRMAN 1ST CLASS MICHAEL HESS

Break away: Lakenheath High School senior
Dan Hall runs for a touchdown against the
Heidelberg Lions in the first quarter of the game
during a 48-6 loss Saturday. The Lancers host
Ramstein Saturday for the homecoming game.

BY FRANKIE HOUCK
100th Air Refueling Wing public affairs volunteer
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